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MEDICAL MISSIONARIES OF MARY FUKA 

PRIMARY HEALTH CARE PROGRAMME 

 REPORT MAY 2018 - APRIL 2019 

INTRODUCTION 

I would like to start this report by thanking you for your continued support and trust it means 

so much to us here in Fuka especially in a situation where religious have lost their credibility. It 

seems that the scandals will never stop, and it that situation you are like a bright light for us a 

sign that not everyone things we are all guilty thank you. 

Here in Nigeria to be a religious is making you a target for the groups that are out to drive the 

Christians but especially the Catholics out of the North, they have kidnapped and murdered 

priests and sisters. We are indeed in solidarity with the local church in this as so many villages 

have been raided and people carried off and heavy ransoms requested for their return. Some 

are simply murdered in their homes in front of their families and often whole families are 

murdered as happened just two hours away from us in Southern Kaduna. It is pointless seeking 

justice for those murdered, the others are rather either to sit it out in the hope that the killing 

will stop or are driven away from their homes to seek refuge in other areas many within our 

own catchment area and then try and start over again at the hospitality of the local people who 

give them land to farm. 

Promotion will not happen if you are Christian and especially Catholic and you will be told 

convert if you want a job. Education is free for primary school children but don’t expect to get a 

school if the area is predominantly Christian. It is because of this reality that this year we 

helped two Parish Schools with your funds as they have tried to get help without success for 

the last three or four years. 

INCOME GENERATING ACTIVITIES 

 

This we did on a small scale this year as we are still watching the development of the previous 

programmes we started. 

We have bought 300 mudos of Soya Beans that is 3 sacks each containing 100 kilo of Soya 

Beans, we plan to hold it until the market for Soya Beans rises around August/September and 

then give them out to three women headed families to help them supplement their income to 

feed and care for their children. They will hold the capital for next year and then buy the beans 
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for themselves so that the income will continue, what they use is the profit. If you recall we did 

this before and the women who were helped have continued to help themselves and their 

families with the profit made on the sales. 

TRAINING OF STUDENTS 

JEREMIAH KATUKA 

I am sure you will be very happy to know that Jeremiah has qualified and is now working in our 

static clinic. He did very well in his exams and you can be very proud of yourselves for making 

this possible. He met many obstacles along the way especially towards the end of his last year 

be made to redo and represent papers as his originals were “Lost” but he smiled through the 

whole pressure knowing that they were trying to find cause to stop him sitting his finals. He is 

very grateful to you for all your support and remembers you all in his prayers. 

BARNABAS BULUS 

This is the young man you supported to do part one of the computer training course last year. 

While he was waiting to get a job after his training we employed him to help two students who 

were having a lot of difficulty in school because as youths they were still not able to read. 

Barnabas gave them lessons in the evening three times a week for four months to help them, 

they made poor progress so we eventually stopped the tutorials as the teacher could not help 

them even though he had done some small training in this area but with small children. 

DAVID ANTHONY 

This is a young man who was doing two year course on information technology in a 

Government Technical School and he was also farming to support himself and his wife and 

child. When he was due to write the last exam he was asked to pay for exam registration and 

alas his farm let him down and he had not got the full amount needed so he begged us to help 

him. I gave him from your grant the balance of the exam registration fee and he was able to sit 

the exam. They then refused to release the results to the students until they were paid extra 

“fee” but I was unwilling to pay a bribe so he had to wait until he was able to produce the bribe 

himself. 

TIJANI TANKO 

Tijani is a young man who did very well in school and wanted to further his education in the 

medical field by training as a C.H.E.W. (Community Health Extension Worker) and his father had 

promised his support. He applied to the School of Health Technology and was given an exam 

which he passed. His father was involved in a bad accident where he was injured and the 
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money for Tijani’s schooling went on hospital fees, alas his father died RIP within a couple of 

weeks and there was no hope for Tijani going to school. One relation said that the following 

year he would help but not for the fees as he had his own family to support. We gave him his 

initial fees from your grant so that he could start his studies and his uncle is helping him while 

he is also farming at weekends to keep himself as well as support his family. He has one brother 

who runs the farm full time to keep his mother and siblings. 

T.B PATIENTS IN GREAT NEED 

Yet again in the last year we have had to literally feed some of our T.B. patients who were 

unable to work for some time before being admitted for TB treatment.  I explained last year 

that the treatment is strong and that those taking the drugs need very nutritious food.  Farmers 

who can work well normally eat meat twice or three times a week but if you are sick and can’t 

work you cannot afford such expensive food. We did not give the money to the patients but 

rather went and purchased the food for them so that we knew the money was used for their 

feeding. They were very grateful for the help and made a lot of progress once they had the right 

food and the peace of mind because they were being supported and did not need to worry 

where the next meal came from and who would provide it. There own relatives gave them their 

basic needs i.e. starch food like yam or maize which is used here instead of potatoes. Thank you 

for making such help possible otherwise we would loss more people to Tuberculosis. 

 

BOREHOLES FOR THE VILLAGE OF BANAPE 

With your grant we were able to give safe potable water to the village of Banape. They were 

given two boreholes because their village is big with a population of 1345 it is also widespread 

so one borehole would not be sufficient. They collected the usual financial contribution which 

you will see on the financial account.  

This village is relatively new to us only two years as part of our programme and normally we 

would not give such heavy financial support so quickly but this case was different. They are on 

the line for the Shiroro Dam and even when they dig deep into the ground for water it is highly 

contaminated from the Dam and unusable. The Dam is not near enough to give them good 

water but near enough to contaminate the water they have access to by hand digging. Last year 

in fact the Dam broke its banks and five people from the village were drowned.  

The community was so delighted to get safe water that they had a community celebration and 

we were lucky to get a gift of yams and a chicken so we also rejoiced in the house with our 

good luck, thank you for bringing so much joy to so many people. 
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PARISH SCHOOL SUPPORT 

CHIMBI PARISH 

In my introduction I explained the situation we are living with here in North Central. This is a 

nearby parish which has been struggling to provide a school for the children of the parish. They 

had built over some time the rooms for the children but could raise no more money to finish 

the building, with your grant we supported them to put in ceilings in the rooms plaster the 

walls and floor to make a blackboard out of raised plaster and to plaster the verandah. We 

through you have also supported them with 50 double benches which will seat 100 children 

though I suspect it will be three to a seat making 150 children just for now. They are so proud of 

their new school. The school has to take in a percentage of Muslims but in this instance they 

will be in the minority.  

FUKA PARISH 

 This is our own parish and the community is predominately Muslim so money is not easily 

raised in the community.  They were able to provide mud block rooms some years ago that had 

no windows or door and which has fallen into disrepair over time. They did fund-raise but the 

outcome was very poor as most of the children don’t even pay the very small school fees which 

are used to pay the salaries of the teachers. They too have Muslim students but the parents do 

not attend any parents/teachers meetings or give any financial or practical support. 

Using your grant we have built two cement block rooms and roofed them it remains for the 

plastering to be done and the windows and doors to be purchased, this is not in the account 

but we are hoping that you will have no problem with us finishing the rooms and we will add 

the cost to the next account. 

 

Thank you again for your continued support and I hope that this account explains to you well 

the situation we are living in and what we do with the money you give us in trust. We are very 

grateful to you all for your faith in us. May God continue to reward you for all you do for others. 

 

SISTER JOAN MELINN MMM 

PROGRAMME COORDINATOR 
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PICTURES OF FUKA SCHOOL OLD AND NEW 
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